
Protecting Treasured Land Across Our CountyProtecting Treasured Land Across Our Countyg yg y



What is a Conservation What is a Conservation 
Easement?Easement?

••Voluntary Voluntary agreement agreement 

Easement?Easement?

••Limits Limits certain developmentcertain development
••Permanent protection of Permanent protection of 
l d d il d d iland and viewsland and views

••Continued Continued ownership  ownership  

••Each partnership is uniqueEach partnership is unique

••May lower estate taxesMay lower estate taxesyy

••May lower income taxesMay lower income taxes
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ExampleExample
The Value of a Conservation EasementThe Value of a Conservation Easement

MarketMarket ValueValue ((withoutwithout easementeasement)):: $$11,,000000,,000000
EasementEasement ValueValue:: ‐‐ $$700700,,000000

MarketMarket ValueValue ((withwith easementeasement)):: $$300300,,000000



Buncombe County Agricultural Buncombe County Agricultural 
Advisory BoardAdvisory Board

Voluntary Agricultural District Program adopted 1989Voluntary Agricultural District Program adopted 1989
Conservation Easement Program adopted 2001Conservation Easement Program adopted 2001
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B b C t L d C ti Ad i B dB b C t L d C ti Ad i B dB b C t L d C ti Ad i B dB b C t L d C ti Ad i B dBuncombe County Land Conservation Advisory BoardBuncombe County Land Conservation Advisory Board
Established 2004Established 2004

Buncombe County Land Conservation Advisory BoardBuncombe County Land Conservation Advisory Board
Established 2004Established 2004



High Priority Landsg y

Large Parcels (100+ acres)Large Parcels (100+ acres)
Rid T & Hi hl d ARid T & Hi hl d ARidge Tops & Highland AreasRidge Tops & Highland Areas
Parcels Near WaterwaysParcels Near Waterways

W l d & Ri i ZW l d & Ri i ZWetlands & Riparian ZonesWetlands & Riparian Zones
FarmlandsFarmlands

P l Adj P d AP l Adj P d AParcels Adjacent to Protected AreasParcels Adjacent to Protected Areas
Ecologically Sensitive AreasEcologically Sensitive Areas
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Land Conservation Advisory Board (LCAB)Land Conservation Advisory Board (LCAB)
iiConservation EasementsConservation Easements

19 t t ti 3 91119 t t ti 3 911•• 19 easements protecting 3,911 acres19 easements protecting 3,911 acres
•• County funds $5,726,988County funds $5,726,988
L d f d $24 240 466L d f d $24 240 466•• Leveraged funds $24,240,466Leveraged funds $24,240,466

$5,726,988 

$4,172,104 
$19 164 862

$903,500 

$19,164,862 

$ ,

County FundsCounty Funds Private MoneyPrivate Money State and Federal GrantsState and Federal Grants Owner DonationsOwner Donations





Hickory Nut Gap Conservation Easements Hickory Nut Gap Conservation Easements ‐‐ FairviewFairview

Thi i i d h k l dThi i i d h k l dThis view is protected thanks to generous landownersThis view is protected thanks to generous landowners
aand the County’s conservation easement programnd the County’s conservation easement program



Little Pisgah MountainLittle Pisgah Mountain
FairviewFairview



2012 Conservation Easements2012 Conservation Easements

•• 8 Recorded Easements (359 Acres)8 Recorded Easements (359 Acres)
––2 projects completed without County funds2 projects completed without County funds
––County funds ($228 275) in 6 projectsCounty funds ($228 275) in 6 projectsCounty funds ($228,275) in 6 projectsCounty funds ($228,275) in 6 projects

•• Leveraged funds $1,524,907Leveraged funds $1,524,907
Private money $42 091Private money $42 091––Private money $42,091Private money $42,091

––State and Federal grants $426,509State and Federal grants $426,509
Owner donations $1 056 307Owner donations $1 056 307––Owner donations $1,056,307Owner donations $1,056,307



Progress to DateProgress to Date
•• 420 269 Acres in the County420 269 Acres in the County•• 420,269 Acres in the County420,269 Acres in the County
•• 20042004

–– Inventory of Conserved Land Inventory of Conserved Land yy
–– 57,023 Acres Protected57,023 Acres Protected

•• 20122012
–– 359 Additional Acres Protected359 Additional Acres Protected–– 359 Additional Acres Protected359 Additional Acres Protected
–– 72,079 Total Acres Protected72,079 Total Acres Protected
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The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.



Buncombe Buncombe County Conservation ProgramsCounty Conservation Programs

4,717 Acres4,717 Acres
Leveraged Over $30 MillionLeveraged Over $30 Million

Additional 10 000+ AcresAdditional 10 000+ AcresAdditional 10,000+ Acres Additional 10,000+ Acres 
Leveraged Without County MoneyLeveraged Without County Money



The Future Depends On:The Future Depends On:The Future Depends On:The Future Depends On:

•• Public AwarenessPublic Awareness
•• Repeated Public Thanks to DonorsRepeated Public Thanks to Donors
•• Continued County Leadership Continued County Leadership y py p



Buncombe County Buncombe County 
Agricultural Advisory BoardAgricultural Advisory Board

Voluntary Agricultural District Program adopted 1989Voluntary Agricultural District Program adopted 1989
Conservation Easement Program adopted 2001Conservation Easement Program adopted 2001
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Conservation Easement Program adopted 2001Conservation Easement Program adopted 2001



The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.



Agricultural Advisory Board
iConservation Easements

• 11 easements protecting 806 acres11 easements protecting 806 acres
• County funds $467,150

d f d $ 66 202• Leveraged funds $5,661,202

$467,150  $278 786$278,786 

$901,715 

$4,480,701 

County FundsCounty Funds Private MoneyPrivate Money State and Federal GrantsState and Federal Grants Owner DonationsOwner Donations



Benefits to the Greater Community

•• Historical Way of LifeHistorical Way of Life
R l L dR l L d•• Rural LandscapeRural Landscape

•• Healthy EnvironmentHealthy Environment
EE•• EconomyEconomy

•• Farm to TableFarm to Table
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THANK YOU!THANK YOU!


