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In March, NC GreenPower and
Buncombe County invited state and local
officials to see the landfill methane gas
program at the old Buncombe County
Landfill generate electricity for the first
time. This landfill gas-to-energy project
helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
improve air quality, and create a safer,
cleaner landfill. It also encourages eco-
nomic development by producing a local,
renewable source of energy. 

Buncombe County Department of
Solid Waste and Enerdyne Power
Systems partnered under the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s
Landfill Methane Outreach Program
(LMOP). Methane gas forms in old land-
fills as waste decomposes. In the past,

methane has often been flared off.
However, methane can be used as fuel to
power generators and create electricity. 

At the old Buncombe County
Landfill, methane gas is being captured to
power an engine that generates 984 kilo-
watts. The annual reduction of green-
house gases attributable to this project is
equivalent to removing 8,200 vehicles
from our roads, reducing oil consumption
by some 100,000 barrels, or planting
nearly 11,800 acres of forest. 

The landfill gas energy from the old
Buncombe County Landfill is sold through
NC GreenPower. Buncombe County joins
more than 10 other producers in providing
residents and businesses across North
Carolina with a renewable source of elec-

trical energy.
NC

GreenPower
is a state-
wide pro-
gram de-
signed to
improve
North Caro-
lina’s environment by encouraging the
development of more renewable energy
sources. North Carolina was the first state
to develop a statewide plan for green
power. Individual utility companies in 31
other states have developed similar pro-
grams, but North Carolina’s program is a
collaborative effort sup-
ported by all of the state’s
electric utility companies
and is administered by
Advanced Energy, an inde-
pendent, nonprofit organi-
zation.

For more information
on the benefits of landfill
gas energy, read more
about the LMOP at
www.epa.gov/lmop or
www.ncgreenpower.
org/types/landfill%
20methane.html.

Look who’s energizing
Buncombe County

Don’t get
burned
Did you know that throughout North
Carolina it is illegal to burn garbage,
trash, or any other manmade materials—
even in a burn barrel? If you are caught
burning any of these things, you could be
fined up to $10,000. The basic message
behind the open burning rules is simple:
If it didn’t grow on your property, don’t
burn it!

So what is allowed under the law?
Homeowners can burn leaves and yard
trimmings, excluding logs and large
stumps, as long as no public pickup of
such materials is available, and as long as
the burning does not cause a public nui-
sance. Other allowable burning includes
campfires, outdoor barbeques, and bon-
fires. Landowners and contractors in
Buncombe County who want to burn veg-
etation for land-clearing or rights-of-way
must receive a permit to do so from the
Western North Carolina Regional Air

Quality Agency. 
Why do the state and your local air

quality agency have such strict rules
regarding open burning? There are sev-
eral reasons. First, fires can easily get out
of control, endangering neighboring prop-
erties. Second, smoke from a burning
trash pile releases many toxic air pollu-

tants, which can cause serious health
problems. In fact, a recent study found
that a family of four that burns its house-
hold trash in a burn barrel can generate
more toxic pollution over the course of a
year than a municipal waste incinerator
that serves tens of thousands of house-
holds! This sort of pollution can cause
allergies, headaches, nausea, and even
cancer and heart disease. While the
smoke from your burning trash pile may
not bother you, it could be a nuisance and
a health threat to your children or your
neighbors, particularly those with respira-
tory conditions such as asthma, allergies,
or emphysema.

A lot of open burning isn’t necessary.
Brush and other vegetative matter can be

composted, ground up for mulch, or piled
up for wildlife habitat. Newspapers, cans,
and plastics can be recycled for free. And
as for the clothes, furniture, and other
items that you no longer want, how about
giving them away for someone else to
reuse? By making a few sensible choices,
we can reduce the amount of trash we
create in the first place. 

So, remember—burning garbage,
paper, cardboard, tires, building materi-
als, plastics, and other synthetic materials
is illegal. You could not only be causing
serious health problems to your children
and your neighbors, you could also
receive a big fine, up to $10,000. It’s just
not worth it. Help keep the air clean and
clear—don’t burn!
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Important Phone Numbers for County Residents
Junk Motor Vehicle Officer — Roger Presley 828-250-5470
Environmental Control Officer — Rick Ramsey 828-250-5471
Environmental Control Officer — Jane Cole 828-250-5472
Environmental Manager — Denese Ballew 828-250-5425
Buncombe County Landfill 828-645-5311
Buncombe County Transfer Station 828-250-6205
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Benefits of renewable energy
• Renewable energy improves regional air quality and the environment.
• Sources for renewable energy are virtually everywhere and can be constantly

replenished.
• Renewable energy will not run out—ever.
• Production of renewable energy supports North Carolina jobs and our economy.
• Renewable energy helps to stabilize fuel supplies and costs.
• Renewables reduce dependence on fuel sources from other states and countries.
• It’s the right thing to do for North Carolina!

Did you
know?
Smog formation is greatest during the
summer months, resulting in ozone
forecasts that warn citizens of
unhealthy air days. Especially for high-
risk groups, such as children, the
elderly, and people with respiratory
disease, exposure to high levels of
smog can cause asthma attacks and vis-
its to the emergency rooms. A 1999
study for the Clean Air Task Force esti-
mated that smog pollution in North
Carolina triggered 240,000 asthma
attacks during the summer months of
1997. Although North Carolina’s Clean
Smokestacks Act helps reduce sulfur
dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions
from the state’s power plants by about
70 percent, NC GreenPower offers
renewable energy that produces little to
no emissions.





Buncombe County accepts household
hazardous waste (HHW) and electron-
ics (e-waste) every Friday, except holi-
days, between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. at a
special drop-off area at the Landfill
(see map).

Each week, we accept e-waste
from residents at no charge. E-waste
includes computers, televisions, and
related equipment, as well as cell
phones. Businesses may also drop off
electronics, but they are charged a fee
of 30 cents per pound. 

HHW is accepted from Buncombe
County residents for $2 per gallon for
paint-related material, such as paint
thinner, kerosene, gasoline, and paint.
Other materials, such as lawn and gar-
den chemicals, rechargeable batteries,
and automotive batteries, are accepted
at no charge. 

Proof of residency, such as a driver’s
license or current utility bill, may be
requested. For more information, call
250-5460 or the Landfill at 645-5311.
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Transfer Station recycling Help solve
recycling
problems
We need your help to solve some recy-
cling problems. Food scraps and liquid
soap pumps are being placed in recycling
bins. These items create “contamination”
in the recycling bins. As you can imagine,
contaminated recyclables are a problem
for recycling centers, as well as the man-
ufacturers that make new products out of
the recyclables. No doubt, these items are
often being placed into bins accidentally.
However, we need your help keeping
contamination out of the bins, so here are
a few, helpful reminders.

When you leave food scraps in cans,
you are making recycling bins and recy-
cling centers much more attractive to
nasty visitors—such as bugs and rodents.
Now, these aren’t the kind of visitors that
a recycling center wants to see! Please
rinse all bottles and cans.

Those handy pumps on soap dis-
pensers are great—when you are using
the soap. However, when the recycler
gets your bottle, the pumps are a prob-
lem. They are made from a different type
of plastic, meaning they can’t be mixed
with the container. You wouldn’t stir
broccoli into your favorite brownie mix,
so keep trash and non-recyclables out of
recycling bins. Please remove and discard
pumps and dispensers, as well as caps
and lids.

Transportation is one of the largest
costs when it comes to recycling. It is
most cost-effective and energy-efficient to
transport bins that are full of recy-
clables—not air. Please help us fill our
bins properly. Flatten plastic jugs and
plastic soda bottles. Break down and flat-
ten all corrugated cardboard. 

Items NOT accepted
for recycling
NO aluminum foil

NO pie plates

NO paint cans

NO aerosol cans

NO plastic bags

NO antifreeze, motor oil, or pesticide
bottles

NO Styrofoam

NO plastic wrap

NO plastics marked #3 through #7

NO broken glass

NO dishes or cookware

NO drinking glasses

NO light bulbs

NO window or mirror glass

NO carbon copy paper

NO dog food bags

NO drink boxes

NO hardcover books

NO milk cartons

NO paper towels

NO spiral-bound notebooks

NO Styrofoam egg cartons

NO wax paper

Landfill offers drop-off for residents’
trash, recyclables,and more
You can drop off all of these items for
recycling at the Buncombe County Landfill
at no charge:

• Lead-acid batteries
• Newspaper and brown paper bags
• Office paper and mail
• Corrugated cardboard
• Commingled recyclable containers,

including #1 & #2 plastic (milk jugs,
soft drink bottles, laundry detergent
jugs); aluminum cans; clear, green,
and brown glass bottles and jars; and
steel cans

• Yard waste, including fall leaves
• Motor oils
• Tires
• White goods, including stoves, refrig-

erators, air conditioners, freezers, and
all metals

• Empty, triple-rinsed pesticide 
containers

• Empty propane tanks (20-pound, gas
grill type ONLY)
You can drop off household trash at

the Landfill. There is a fee to dispose of
trash.

The Landfill is open to accept trash
and recyclables Monday through Friday, 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 1
p.m.

Tours of the landfill are available to
interested groups, including clubs, civic
organizations, scout troops, and classes.
For details, call 645-5311.

Directions to 
the Buncombe
County Landfill: 
From I-240 East or West,
take Exit 4A to 19/23
North. Travel 1 mile and
then take UNC-A exit. At
the end of the exit, turn
left. Go to traffic light and
turn right onto 251 North.
Continue on 251 North for
9 miles to Panther Branch
Road. Turn right onto
Panther Branch Road and
travel 1/10 of a mile to the
Buncombe County
Landfill, which is located
on the right. The new
landfill is 6 miles north of
the old landfill.

I-240 East

I-240
West

19-23 North

UNCA Exit 251

Old Marshall 
Highway

Panther Branch Rd.

19-23 N
Weaverville 
Exit 4A19-23 N

Weaverville 
Exit 4A

N

LANDFILL

240

251

251

Westgate Bridge

240

40

26

240

Shelburne Rd.

Shelburne Rd.

Exit 1B

Exit 1B

191 N

191 N

Exit 47

National Guard
Armory  

 Hominy Creek Rd.

TRANSFER 
STATION

To Biltmore

N

S

Directions to
the Transfer
Station:
From I-240, take exit 1B
(Brevard Road/Hwy. 191). At the
traffic light, take Highway 191
North. Turn left onto Shelburne
Road. Turn left onto Hominy
Creek Road. The Transfer
Station will be on the left.

From I-40, take exit 47 (Brevard
Road/Hwy. 191). At the traffic
light, take Highway 191 North.
After crossing I-240, turn left
onto Shelburne Road. Turn left
onto Hominy Creek Road. The
Transfer Station will be on the
left.
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We want your suggestions, 
questions and comments!

We are also available to speak to your 
club or class about solid waste, waste 
reduction, recycling and composting.

Buncombe County 
Solid Waste Department

2229 Riverside Drive
Asheville, NC 28804

828-250-5460
www.buncombecounty.org

The Transfer Station, which is located on
Brevard Road, is open Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday, 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

During all open hours, residents can
drop off these recyclables at no charge:

• Lead-acid batteries
• Newspaper and brown paper bags
• Office paper and mail
• Corrugated cardboard
• “Blue Bag” or commingled recyclable

containers, including #1 & #2 plastic;

aluminum cans; clear, green, and
brown glass; and steel cans
We also accept reusable corrugated

cardboard moving boxes and shipping car-
tons. Please break down and flatten the
boxes for storage.

Plus, you can drop off “sharps,” such
as needles and lancets, used at home for
personal medical care. Place your sharps in
a puncture-proof, labeled container. At the
front gate, tell the attendant that you have
sharps for disposal.

Drop-off centers
accept recyclables,
too
You can recycle white and colored office
paper, such as copier and printer paper, and
mail, including envelopes, as well as news-
paper, cardboard, #1 and #2 plastic contain-
ers, aluminum cans, and steel cans, at these
drop-off center locations: 

• Behind Asheville Pizza Company, 675
Merrimon Avenue

• Curbside Management Facility, 116
North Woodfin Avenue in Woodfin

• Westgate Shopping Center, near
EarthFare
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