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Buncombe County Planning Board  

September 16, 2013 
 

The Buncombe County Planning Board met September 16, 2013 in the meeting room at 30 Valley 
Street. Members present were Joe Sechler, Bud Sales, Josh Holmes, Michelle Wood, and Catherine 
Martin.  Also present were Michael Frue, Staff Attorney; Jon Creighton,  Assistant County 
Manager/Planning Director; and Gillian Phillips and Debbie Truempy, Planning staff. 
 
Election of Temporary Chair 
Mr. Holmes nominated Ms. Wood. Mr. Sales seconded the nomination, and the Board 
approved it unanimously.  
 
Call to Order  
Chairwoman Wood called the meeting to order. 

 
Approval of Agenda  
Mr. Holmes made a motion to approve the agenda as submitted. Ms. Martin seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Approval of Minutes (September  9, 2013) 
Mr. Holmes made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Mr. Sechler seconded the motion and 
the motion passed unanimously. 

 
SUB2013-00226: “W. David Myers Properties, Inc.,” located on Rocky Creek Trail and Hope View 
Road (PINs 9699-47-9878, 9699-47-9485, 9699-47-9320, and 9699-57-0494), applied for a 
variance from Sec. 70-67(3)(d) regarding shared private driveway standards of the Land 
Development and Subdivision Ordinance of Buncombe County. 

 
Report of Planning Department 
The Board was provided with the application for the variance (Exhibit A), the development plan 
(Exhibit B), and the Findings of Fact worksheet (Exhibit C).  Ms. Truempy reviewed the case for 
the Board and indicated that the existing shared private drive in question had a grade of 24% 
slope, but that the Fire Marshal had looked at the driveway in question and approved it.  

 
Presentation of Application by Petitioner 
John Stollery (High Country Surveyors) and David Meyers (David Meyers Properties) were 
present to represent the case.  Mr. Stollery indicated it was an existing shared private driveway 
serving two houses that was constructed of concrete, and that a switchback at the very 
beginning of the driveway, accounted for the grade of 24%.  Mr. Meyers indicated that the 
driveway had been there for a while. The Board discussed the variance with Mr.Stollery and Mr. 
Meyers. 
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Public Comment 
Chairwoman Wood asked if anyone would like to make public comment. There being no one 
wishing to make public comment, she closed the public hearing. 
 
Action on Petition 
There being no discussion, Mr. Holmes made a motion to approve findings of fact 1-4A of 
Exhibit C. Mr. Sales seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Holmes 
then made a motion to approve the variance as submitted. Mr. Sechler seconded the motion 
and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
SUB2013-00268: “The Ramble – Block D,” located off of Ramble Way (PIN 9645-46-2140), 
sought preliminary approval. 
 
The Board was provided with the submitted preliminary plan (Attachment A) and the proposed 
staff conditions (Attachment B). 
 
Ms. Truempy indicated that this property had previously been in Asheville’s ETJ, but was now in 
the County’s jurisdiction.  Ms. Truempy described the proposed development for the Board. 
 
Will Buie (Lapsley and Associates) and Toby Willis (Biltmore Farms) were present to represent 
the case.  Mr. Buie described the proposed project for the Board.  The Board discussed the 
development with the applicant. There being no public comment, Mr. Holmes made a motion 
to approve the plan with the staff conditions (Attachment C). Mr. Sechler seconded the motion, 
and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Adjournment 
There being no public comment, Mr. Sales made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Holmes seconded the 
motion and the motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 am.  
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SUB2013-00226SUBMITTED 8/15/2013GRANTED A VARINACE FROM §70-67 (3)(d) to allow a shared private driveway with a slope greater than 20% AT THE 9/16/2013 PLANNING BOARD MEETINGGRANTED PRELIMINARY APPROVAL WITH CONDTION ON 9/23/2013
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HEARING ON REQUEST FOR A VARIANCE BEFORE THE BUNCOMBE 
COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
 
Owner/Subdivsion Applicant: David Meyers    
Design Professional:   John M. Stollery 
Subdivision Name:   David Meyers Minor (SUB2013-00226) 
Address:     Rocky Creek Trail and Hope View Road 
Hearing Date:    September 16, 2013 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
Mr. Chair, based upon the evidence presented to this Board, including 
the following exhibits:  the petitioner’s application, the submitted 
development plan, the findings of fact worksheet 
___________________, and ___________________; 
 
I move that this Board adopt the following FINDINGS OF FACT: 
 

1. The property located on Rocky Creek Trail and Hope View Road 
and having the following PIN’s: PINs 9699-47-9878, 9699-47-
9485, 9699-47-9320, and 9699-57-0494 is requesting a variance 
from the Buncombe County Land Development and Subdivision 
Ordinance.  
 

2. Application is a request for a variance from §70-67 (3)(d) to 
allow a shared private driveway with a slope greater than 20%. 
 

3. That §70-10 of the Buncombe County Land Development and 
Subdivision Ordinance was used to evaluate this request. 
 

4. This application does meet the requirements for granting a 
variance by demonstrating an unnecessary hardship on the owner 
for the following reasons: 
 

 
4A.This application does meet the requirements for granting a 
variance by demonstrating an unnecessary hardship on the owner 
for the following reasons: 

 
a. That a strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the 

specified standard or requirement would result in practical 
difficulty, unnecessary hardship or adverse environmental 
impact. 

 
The driveway in question has been in use for several years with 
no problems. To alter it at this point would cause an 
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unnecessary financial hardship as well as negative 
environmental impact with tree remova,l ect. 

 
b. That the granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the 

public health, safety or welfare. 
 
These driveways have been in constant and safe use for many 
years.  
 

c. That the granting of the variance would support general 
objectives contained within this chapter. 
 
Allowing this minor subdivision and lot line reconfiguring will 
enable the owner to clean up encroachment issues and make 
these tracts marketable. 
 

4B. This application does not meet the requirements for 
granting a variance by demonstrating an unnecessary hardship 
on the owner for the following reasons: 
 

a. That a strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the 
specified standard or requirement would not result in practical 
difficulty, unnecessary hardship or adverse environmental 
impact as the applicant should be required to re-grade the 
property. 
 

b. That the granting of the variance would not support the general 
objectives contained within this chapter. 

 
 
Motion of acceptance of findings of fact by: _____________________ 
Seconded by: ___________________ 
Vote for: ______________________ 
Vote against:___________________ 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE/DENY THE VARIANCE 
 
Based upon the foregoing FINDINGS OF FACT and for the reasons set forth 
therein, I move that the requested variance be approved/denied. 
 
Motion by: _____________________ 
Second by: ___________________ 
Vote for: ______________________ 
Vote against:___________________ 
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1.	Indicate provision of the following on the submitted plansa.	Provisions for electrical and telephone servicesb.	Provisions for cable television servicec.	Provision of natural gas lines if applicableOr indicate that no provision for the items listed above has been made.	2.	Provide proof of approval of road names and addresses from E-911 Addressing..3.	Provide a written statement from the Buncombe County Erosion Control Officer stating that an Erosion Control Plan has been submitted and approved for the project. No grading shall occur on the site until an approved Buncombe County Erosion Control permit is obtained. 4.	Provide proof of approval of system design for City of Asheville Water lines. Proof of acceptance of the water lines into the City of Asheville’s water system will be required prior to recordation of a final plat or release of a financial guarantee.5.	Provide proof of approval of system design from the Metropolitan Sewerage District. Proof of acceptance of the sewer lines into the Metropolitan Sewerage District sewage system will be required prior to recordation of a final plat or release of a financial guarantee.6.	Revise average natural slope calculation. Average nature slope would have to be calculated for the entire tract, including the future development. A survey for the entire tract (including the future development) would also need to be included.7.	Indicate on the submitted plans that Ramble Way meets the minimum requirements of the Buncombe County Land Development and Subdivision Ordinance.
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Buncombe County Planning Board Meeting 
Recommended Staff Conditions 
SUB2013-00268 
September 16, 2013 
The Ramble Block D 
 
If approved by the Buncombe County Planning Board, the applicant shall provide 
the following information on a revised set of plans (if necessary) submitted to the 
Buncombe County Department of Planning and Development: 
 

1. Indicate provision of the following on the submitted plans 
a. Provisions for electrical and telephone services 
b. Provisions for cable television service 
c. Provision of natural gas lines if applicable 

Or indicate that no provision for the items listed above has been made. 
  

2. Provide proof of approval of road names and addresses from E-911 
Addressing. 

. 
3. Provide a written statement from the Buncombe County Erosion Control 

Officer stating that an Erosion Control Plan has been submitted and approved 
for the project. No grading shall occur on the site until an approved 
Buncombe County Erosion Control permit is obtained.  

 
4. Provide proof of approval of system design for City of Asheville Water lines. 

Proof of acceptance of the water lines into the City of Asheville’s water 
system will be required prior to recordation of a final plat or release of a 
financial guarantee. 
 

5. Provide proof of approval of system design from the Metropolitan Sewerage 
District. Proof of acceptance of the sewer lines into the Metropolitan 
Sewerage District sewage system will be required prior to recordation of a 
final plat or release of a financial guarantee. 
 

6. Revise average natural slope calculation. Average nature slope would have to 
be calculated for the entire tract, including the future development. A survey 
for the entire tract (including the future development) would also need to be 
included. 
 

7. Indicate on the submitted plans that Ramble Way meets the minimum 
requirements of the Buncombe County Land Development and Subdivision 
Ordinance. 
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