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About 1 in 12 criminal incidents in Buncombe 
County had at least one missed court appearance

Nonappearance rates by county for North Carolina criminal incidents, 2018-2021





Most common nonappearances were for 
administrative traffic offenses

Nonappearances by Offense, 2018-2021

Underlying Offense Count

Expired Registration Card or Tag 1,175

Driving While License Revoked – Not Impaired 905

No Operator’s License 799

Operating a Vehicle with No Insurance 540

Speeding 489



Court nonappearances dropped in 2020, even 
before the March stay at home order

Number of nonappearances by incident initiation year for Buncombe County, 2015-2021
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Transportation Support

Rideshare apps

Access & affordability

County transportation 
program
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Driver’s License Restoration

Fines and fees are a 
barrier

Periodic review and 
waiver of old fines and 
fees

Ability to pay
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The UNC School of Government is non-partisan, non-advocacy and responsive to the needs of public officials. 
We do not advocate for any political ideology or policy outcome or allow our personal beliefs or those of our 
audiences to influence our work.
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Use of this publication for commercial purposes or without acknowledgment of its source is prohibited. 
Reproducing, distributing, or otherwise making available to a non-purchaser the entire publication, or a 
substantial portion of it, without express permission, is prohibited. For permissions questions or requests, email 
the School of Government at copyright_permissions@sog.unc. Other School reports can be accessed on the 
Publications page of our website: sog.unc.edu/publications
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